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Those dark and stormy days that are "fit only for ducks" can be 
fine for hunting, and may in some remarkable ways be beneficial for 
waterfowl. But- ducks and geese do not enjoy inclement weather. Wild- 
fowl that seem unusually active at the approach of a winter storm are 
probabljr anticipating trouble, not fun. In their exit i ted comings and 
goings, they are seeking a sheltered spot where they can ride out the 
imminent unpleasantness in safety and comparative comfort. 

They show something akin to prescience in their adroit avoidance 
of bad weather. This faculty may be associated with the "barometric" 
capabilities of o their bodyeair sacs - or possibly they have evolved 
other systems, yet unknown to science. Whatever the innate ability, it 
seemsto work well enough to have qualified waterfowl as homespun weather 
FT w 'ffxfcg prophets long before the science of meteorology was born. 
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Those nesting grounds lie close to or within the strongholds of 
polar admasses. Whether warm weather will arrive in time for geese and 
ducks to get an early nesting start in a notoriously short summer is 
always a problem. Whether it will stay warm until goslings and ducklings 
take wing and get out is still another problem. Addition to these 
whethers is permafrost, thepermanent&y frozen subsoil, found generally 
in Arctic North America above the isotherm that denotes a 23° F. mean 
annual temperature. Any bird that nests on the ground in this region 
may find that its eggs are mere inches above permafrost, and insulated 
from it only by a thin layer of mosses, lichens, and down. 
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..o.The long, soaking drizzle that usually accompanies such weather wets 
surface mosses and peats and robs them of their insulative capacity, so 
that thawing permafrost will then contribute to the general chill. A 3- 
to 5-day spell of this raw weather seems to discourage all ground-nesting 
birds . 

Fortunately, geese and many diving ducks that are traditional arctic 
nesters are relatively long-lived birds and do not need the high replace- 
ment demanded by the short-lived dabbling ducks. An occasional nesting 
failure therefore is less than critical, and the birds are seldom faced 
with two bad summers in a row. 


John J. Lynch 


